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—xuvocateyfeards many | There are about 2,200 kids
as 570,000 children would be § enrolled in Healthy Kids,

denied access to health cov-
erage, but program officials
pegeed the figure around
400,000 if the freeze were
linposed for an ‘entire year.

“The move was made to

Connor said. She antici-

pates about 10 applicants
to be placed on‘the waiting
list each week until June
30, 2010 when the freeze is
anticipated to be lifted. '

as enrollment
1S halted for

L ByJupYUN
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SACRAMENTO Nego-,"

t1atlons over closing Cali-
fornia’s $26.8 billion budget
deficit resumed Friday, as
govermnent offices closed for
the second time this month
and a health program-for
low-income children stopped
accepting new applicants.
Gov. Arnold Schwar-

ids’ insurar

‘Now We’re Iookmg at
unravelmg all the

' success becaiise of
the sta__te budget crisis.
it's an nltimately sad
state where workmg
families: can’t afford

‘\

‘zenegger and the Legisla- -

ture’s four top lawmakers
'spent about three hoursin
a closed-door meeting, Fri-

day evenmg to work- outa -

‘disagreement over repaying
billiens of dollars to schools
that halted talks' earher in
‘the week.  ©

‘Democratic Aesembly
Speaker Karen Bass sai
afterward that the-officials
‘made “huge progress” i
trying to resolve theim
over the state’s $26.3 b1]11on
budget deficit,

The leaders, were. expect-
ed to return for more talks
on Sunday.

Senate Minority Leader

prwate care.

LESLIE CONNOR
Santa Cruz County
Health Improvement Partnership

"Most state- age'mrres

including the Department; |,
of Motor Vehicles, were ;
¢losed Friday as part ofl!

the three-day-a-mohth fur-

“loughs ordered by Schwar- -z

zenegger. Prisons, state
hospitals, highway patrol
and firefighting agencies
remained staffed.

- About 100 protesters
gathered outside the gov-
ernor’s Los Angeles estate

Famlhes program o,

prevent the state from hav-|  “I think there’s a Jot of
ing to remove children: local coalitions of people
' from coverage if lawmak-' who commit to making

_ers approve deep fundlng Healthy Kids work and are

cuts, said. Gitiny Puddefoot, really concerned Wlﬂl how

deputy director for health kids will be covered and

policy at the Managed Risk . occupy a lot of their time

Medical Insurance Board, ' figuring out how to fill in

which oversees the Healthy | the gap. The state'is really
I falling . apart ” .

EVﬁﬁ- i Q,fe,nr ollment  ganuner staff writer Atia Witson
freeze, fam‘llles tontinued yyributed to this report.
applying. '

“I understand there s no
-money, but the kids, they
| deserve to have some health
insurance, SOme cover-
age. We don’t have enough
Iincome to pay for their med-
ical bills,” 26-year-old Pa Lor
said as she signed up for the
waiting list at a’Sacramen.-
to County Healthy Famﬂles

| contract proyider. .

Puddefoot said the reoes-
sion was driving up.need
as, parents lose jobs and
strugglé to find new ones, -
espeola]ly onhégithat proV1de
health msurance C

Dennis Hollingsworth, R-! to denounce pay reductions
,Temecula, was reserved, for state workers and pro-
:when asked howsoonadeal Posed ‘cuts to health and
“might be struck. . ial rograme.= e

- “I think predlctlons have ~~ Healthy Farnilies, whlch
bemwmngoverthe]astweek offers reduced cost medi-
soI'llsay we're closebut we’ll ' cal coverage to low-income
see what happens,;” he'said ' children, began putting
before entering Schwarzeneg- new apphoants on a wait-
ger’s Capitol office. ing list because of a pro-|

He said any compromise jected shortfall of at least;

to close the state’s shortfall: $90 million. It was the first
should include a reserve of time the program had done;
$1 billion to $2 billion. - * so since it was started 12

As talks restarted, the Lyears ago.
effects of California’s fls-

cal crisis were being felt
thrnrnohnnt $ln mfntn

program policy
the Health Improvement
Partnership. About,G, 500 Kids
are enrolled in Healthy Fam-

ilies in the county, Cohnor
said. The county’s Healthy
Kids program implemented
an enrollment fi‘eeze for new
applicants on 15 for kids
ages 6-18. Ch]ldren ge 5 and
" under will still be ¢overed by
‘First 5.

“We made a lot of prog-
ress,” Connor.said. “About
98 percent of kids'are cov-
. ered in Santa Cruz County
whether by Medi- Cal or
‘ealthy Families or Kids
i privatel¥y. Now'we're
1§oking at unraveling all
the success because of the
sfate budget crisis. It's aw
timately sad state where
working families can’t




